PROFILE

Robert Adams is an experienced academic, consultant,
author and conference speaker. He is highly committed to
ethical practice, and has carried out UK-wide as well as
locally-based consultancies with many public service
organisations and agencies since 1990, including the Open
University, Skills for Care and local authority Children’s
Services departments. His main work lies in learning

materials development, management development and the
participation of citizens (children and adults) in public
services.

Robert Adams worked in the UK penal system for 7 years, latterly as Deputy Governor of a youth
custody institution. Later, he was director of Barnardo’s first community-based multi-professional
project supporting children and families. He was Professor of Human Services Development at the
University of Lincoln and currently is Professor of Social Work at Teesside University. Since 1990, he
has worked in various capacities with the Open Learning Foundation, a consortium of universities,
developing flexible and open learning materials to support students in higher education.

He has authored and edited more than 100 publications, in social policy, criminal justice, education,
health and social work. His books include the best-selling, co-edited social work trilogy (Social Work:
Themes, Issues and Critical Debates; Critical Practice in Social Work and Practising Social Work in a
Complex World), Foundations of Health and Social Care, and several books on empowerment in
education and social services, including Empowerment, Participation in Social Work which is in its
fourth edition since publication in 1990 and has been translated into several languages, including
Korean, Japanese and Chinese.
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